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it's set up for a wedding, as it can be difficult to envision your day in an empty space, and pho-
10s don't always convey how the pieces fit together,

Ask as many questions as possible 10 ensure the site meets all vour requirements: it's easy to
getcaught up in the excitement of a beautful place and forget your pracucal needs! Here are
some things to watch lor

« Condition Is the site clean and well maintained? Will any construction or repair work be com-
pleted by your wedding date?

« Restrictions Many unconventional locations have restnctions for things like access umes, decor
and entertainment.

» Privacy Will there be other weddings at the same time? I the [acility s open to the public, could
people be walking through?

= Parking Is there parking on-site or nearby?

GETTING STARTED

Your wedding reception can be held almost anywhere—{rom a hotel ballroom to your own back-
yard. Pinpointing a venue that reflects your taste and style. and suits your practical needs, can
be overwhelming. Before you're knee-deep in napkin rings and canapés, sit down with your beau
and determine some big-picture details 10 help you focus your search.

BUDGET

“The first thing you need to do is set a budget,” Hanslip explains. “You don't want to fall in love
with a reception venue only to discover it's completely out of your price range.” Venue rental fees
can range from free to over 52,000 per day, so a budget will help you narrow the field. Realize
your reception will cost about 50 percent of your total wedding budget, with the venue repre-
senting about 10 percent of this cost, but remember there is more to the venue cost than simply
the charge. A banquet facility should provide all the tables, linens and dishes you'll need for the

big day, while a different site may not, which
means extea rental costs.

STYLE

Do you want a lavish dinner and dance ina
fancy hotel? A luncheon in a historic mansion?
A clambake on the beach? Your style is any-
thing from the overall reception atmosphere
to very specific ideas about decor or themes.
Choosing your wedding style will go a long
way in helping vou find the right place to have
your spectal celebration,

SIZE

While there are a limited number of options
1o hold a party for 500, a smaller wedding can
be held just about anywhere—although you
don’t want a small gathering to get lost in a
large venue. so choose a space that fits. The ac-
uvities you plan for your guests will determine
the venue size you need. A room holding 90
for dinner may handle 200 for cockiails.

DATE

When approaching venues to inquire about
availability, have hackup dates in mind. While
you need to coordinate dates with your cere-
mony site, flexable timing can provide budget
advantages. If the venue you want is only avail-
able on a Friday evening you may get a price
break for an off-peak panty. Begin your search
early as many popular spots book up a year or

» Facllities Are there adequate washrooms? Is
there a bridal change room? Is the venue
wheelchair accessible? Is it air conditioned?

» Space Is there enough room lor everyone
and everything you want to do?

» Service What is the wait stafl to guest rato?
How will the stall be dressed?

» Food If the venue offers catering, make sure
the menu suits you, Ask if they offer a 1asting,
If there's no in-house food service, is therea
list of preferred caterers?

« Supervision Will there be a staff member on-
site if there are any problems? If possible,
deal directly with this person to avoid mis-
communication

MAKE SURE TO
GET IN WRITING
ALL THE
DETALS ABOUT
YOUR VENUE—
DON'T RELY

ON VERBAL
AGREEMENTS

more in advance.

CONTRACT CONSIDERATIONS
Once you've found a venue to provide the ser-
vice and style you need for a great reception,
you'll have to pay a deposit (up to 50 percent
of the rental cost) and sign a contract. This
document should spell out all of the rental de-
tails, including the date of your event, when
vou can access the space and when you must
shut down, which rooms you will be using, a
list of what is provided by the venue and any
restrictions. All of the costs. for room rental,
catering and bar, service and tableware rentals,
should be listed, phus any additional or poten-
tial costs, such as corkage and cake-cuting fees
or overtume charges. Ensure the contract out-
lines the pavment schedule and cancellation
policy, and any insurance or permits you'll need
“In general, the contract protects the vendor,
not the client,” Hanslip reports. “Have the man-
ager go through each item so you understand
what you're agreeing 10.” To protect yoursell,
make sure anything and everything promised
1o you is added before you sign: don't rely on
verbal agreements, always get it in writing
You know best what you want for your re-
ception, 50 ask questions to make sure you will
be satisfied with your choice, but don't discount
your instincts. “Couples get a gut fecling when
they ve found the nght place,” Hanslip con-
cludes. Do your homework, and you'll be re-
warded with a venue that takes care of your
practical needs and takes your breath away. @@




